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PRESS RELEASE

Media contact: Malcolm McLaren-Clark Tel: 01798 865799 Email:info@malcolmclark.co.uk

Press reporters and photographers are invited to attend, please contact above
YOUNG ENGINEERS RISE TO DRUG BUSTING CHALLENGE

33 Teams Put their Skills to the Test in Royal Navy’s ‘Operation Intercept’ Final at HMS Sultan on 30 March
22 February 2006…Thirty three teams of Young Engineers from schools across Britain will compete in the final of the Royal Navy’s ‘Operation Intercept’ drug busting challenge at HMS Sultan in Gosport, Hants on Thursday 30 March 2006 with their own specially constructed model vessels. 

The teams will pitch their skills against each other in intercepting make-believe Caribbean drug runners in collaboration with HMS Westminster and in recovering any booty abandoned by the would-be criminals in the chase. In the two senior age groups – ages 14 to 16 and 16 to18 – model vessels must be radio controlled, whilst in the junior age group - 11 to 14 – both umbilical cord and radio controlled models are allowed. The challenge will take place against the clock in specially adapted open tanks at HMS Sultan.

Prizes will be given in each of the age categories for the best and second best performances, the best vessel construction and design, the best presentation, the best turned out vessel (corporate id) and the most titanic effort. Results will be announced at the end of the day on 30 March.

The Royal Naval Challenge is organised every year by Young Engineers (www.youngeng.org), a registered charity, which operates a nationwide network of over 1200 active Young Engineers Clubs with more than 20,000 members. The organisation forms a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s BEST programme.

                                                                                                                                      …/more                                                                                                            

For further information, contact:

Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ

Tel: 01428 727265

Email: admin@youngeng.org
or,

Paul Embleton, PR Officer, 

Parsons Block,

HMS Sultan, Military Road, Gosport,

Hants, PO12 3BY

Tel: 023 9254 2652; Fax: 023 9254 3178

E-mail: sultan-pro@nrta.mod.uk
-ENDS-
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	THE SCENARIO 

HMS WESTMINSTER has been patrolling the Caribbean islands just off the coast of Venezuela.

A small vessel has been identified as the ‘Mary-Jane’ belonging to a known drug runner, El Mazimo. On challenging the vessel, it fled into a group of small islands shedding packages into the sea as it went. 

The islands are too close together to permit HMS WESTMINSTER passage and so a smaller, faster, more agile vessel must be deployed to catch the Mary-Jane before she reaches the coast of Venezuela. The packages are then to be retrieved before they break open, shedding their expected narcotic contents into the sea. 

Fortunately, a team of Young Engineers are onboard and the Commanding Officer has charged the operation of the intercept vessel to them. 

IMMEDIATE ACTION REQUIED

At 1100 local time the Commanding Officer of HMS WESTMINSTER issued the following brief to the Young Engineers teams:

1. The CO is grateful for your offer of assistance to help catch the drug running vessel Mary-Jane. 

2. HMS WESTMINSTER is currently anchored 3nm west of the Venezuelan coast. The coast is accessed through a group of closely packed small islands, through which the Mary-Jane has fled.

3. The drug runners have shed some packages which are currently floating but taking on water. 

4. The teams are to build a craft capable of manoeuvring between the islands and catching the escaping drug runners before they reach safety in Venezuela. 

5. They are also to collect as many of the floating packages as possible in 5 minutes before they break open. 

6. The ship’s navigator has calculated the minimum depth of the water and the size and spacing of all the islands. Sonar information has been collated and the size, shape and mass of all the packages have been determined.  The speed of the Mary-Jane has also been recorded. This technical information will be supplied with the next update signal.

7.  God speed and good luck
                                                                                                                  …./Mission Briefing

MISSION BRIEFING

 

The Mary-Jane is attached to a rotating arm pivoted on an island in the centre of the tank, and is able to rotate in either direction around the island in a fixed path at a fixed speed, or stop at any point on its path. The speed and direction of the rotation is controlled by the judges. This then necessitates the chase.

Objects are recovered from the surface of the water and are to be stowed on-board after retrieval.

The Mary-Jane has a target protruding on a pivoted arm from its stern which must be hit and knocked over to disable the engines and constitute an arrest. The force required to knock the target over will be specified in the next signal brief. 

Each team shall comprise 1-4 students with a supervising teacher.  There are 3 age categories associated with the challenge and each has a different set of bounding design criteria associated with the challenge.

· Year Groups 7,8,9 (P7, S1, S2) (Key Stage 3 students).  Power on the vessel with full radio control, or umbilical control.  Umbilical power supply is permitted*. Max speed of the Mary-Jane is limited (actual speed to be specified at next update signal). There will be a current of water flowing across one half of the tank (speed of flow to be specified at next update signal).

· Year Groups 10, 11 (S3, S4) (GCSE or equivalent aged students).  Power on the vessel with full radio control. Max speed of the Mary-Jane is limited (actual speed to be specified at next update signal). There will be a current of water flowing across one half of the tank (speed of flow will be stronger than the lower age group, and will be specified at next update signal).

· Year Groups 12 & 13 (S5, S6) (A'level or equivalent aged students).  Power on the vessel with full radio control. Max speed of the Mary-Jane is faster than the other year groups (actual speed to be specified at next update signal). There will be a current of water flowing across one half of the tank (speed of flow will be stronger than the lowest age group, and will be specified at next update signal).
                                                                                                                      …./Notes for Editors


Notes for Editors

1. Young Engineers is the UK network of engineering clubs for youngsters and is part of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme.  Young Engineers is a UK educational charity whose purpose is to inspire young people to recognise the importance and excitement of a career in engineering.  Most clubs are run by teachers as extra-curricula activities in schools. 

2. The Royal Navy offers a variety of careers for engineers.  These vary from technicians up to professional engineers.  Engineer Officers require a degree in engineering, which may be sponsored by the Royal Navy.  They can then become a marine, weapon or air engineer, qualified to work on ships, submarines or aircraft. 

As part of a continuing recruitment programme for Engineer Officers, the Royal Navy looks for opportunities to encourage an interest in engineering amongst students of all ages.  Young Engineers provides an ideal way of targeting keen, bright students of many ages.  The annual Royal Navy challenge is an excellent day that showcases not only the ingenuity of the students’ designs but also the range of engineering careers available in the Royal Navy (Tel: 08456 07 55 55 / www.royalnavy.mod.uk).

3. The Best Programme is the Royal Academy of Engineering’s programme of schemes aimed at encouraging and enthusing students to embark upon a career in engineering.  ‘Best’ stands for ‘Better Engineering Science, Technology’ and the programme offers young people from the age of 7 upwards opportunities to gain an understanding of engineering and its importance in the world around us. 

4. Founded in 1976, The Royal Academy of Engineering promotes the engineering and technological welfare of the country and just last year launched the ‘Shape the Future’ campaign. The RAEng’s fellowship – comprising the UK’s most eminent engineers – provides the leadership and expertise for its activities, which focus on the relationships between engineering, technology, and the quality of life. As a national academy, the RAEng provides independent and impartial advice to Government; works to secure the next generation of engineers; and provides a voice for Britain’s engineering community.
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