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Challenge, pupils and staff have once again strived to achieve 

success in all three classes of competition. We performed 

exceptionally well last year, and hope to do so again this year. 

About Launceston College 

Situated in North Cornwall, Launceston is only a few miles from Roadford Lake, 

the race venue. Our school provides opportunities for anyone to learn, and 

creates strong connections between towns and villages in more rural areas, as 

well as in Devon. Being a Technology College, it has all of the necessary facilities 

and personnel required for Design Technology and Information Technology, for 

both in school and extra-curricular activities, such as the Schools Marine 

Challenge. This ensures that all of our levels of design, material and building 

achieve high standards and concepts. The Schools Marine Challenge has provided 

a great opportunity for students to extend their knowledge and skills within the 

technology field. 



The 2007 Team 

This year the team consists of students from years 9, 10 and 11. The students 

from year 11 were involved in the competition last year, and have the experience 
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and 10 are new to the competition, and focused on designing and building a solar 

powered boat, while the year 11s built an electric boat and an internal 

combustion engine boat. Throughout the competition, the older students have 

been able to pass on their knowledge to the younger students, and the whole 

process of designing and making has been a great learning experience. 
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Year 9: 

¶ Ben Snook 

Year 10: 

¶ Nathan Ferrett 

¶ Nathan Parsons 

Year 11: 

¶ Ross Pethick 

¶ Jake Doney 

Also, for the third year running, Mr Fraser has been our valuable team leader.  

What is new for 2007? 

Much has changed since Launceston College first entered the Schools Marine 

Challenge in 2003. Besides the changes in the team, each year we have taken a 

more ambitious approach to the competition. In 2003, we entered one solar 

powered boat, and nothing else. However, in 2004, we had an unsuccessful 

attempt at an electric boat category. Nevertheless, the next year we came back 

and won second in the electric boat event, and tried our hand at making a petrol 

boat. Last year we tried again in the petrol category, and entered more boats into 

each category. This year we asked Falmouth Marine School to make us a hull for 

our electric boat. We also made a petrol boat, and built a completely new solar 

powered boat. 

Problems along the way 

We encountered many problems along the way, the first being with the petrol 

boat, which stalled during testing at Crowdy Reservoir, near Davidstow 

Aerodrome. We attempted to rescue the boat using the electric boat, which was 

nearly impossible, so we just allowed the petrol boat to float away, and collected 

it on the other side. We also found that our newly designed solar powered boat 

was too heavy to float, and that the switch was shorting out. We had to move the 

switch, and cut most of the deck away to make the boat lighter, and solve our 

problems. We also had to rewire the solar panels into a parallel circuit, so that it 

did not cut out when one solar panel received little or no light. 

Success? 

After doing so well in the past couple of years, this year we are hoping to do even 

better. ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōƻŀǘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ and have 

found which ones are the fastest, most controllable, and most effective boats, 

these will be entered, with the other boats being used as backups, just in case 

something goes wrong, and we have to use them. 


