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ARISE SIR ‘ENGINEERALOT’

‘New Camelot’ Model Makers Gain K’NEX National Champions Crown

Katie Thornton (10 ) and David Frank ( 10), from Hutton Rudby Primary School, Yarm, North Yorkshire, have been crowned 2010 Junior Engineer for Britain K’NEX Challenge champions after winning the national final, organised by Young Engineers at the Imperial War Museum, Duxford on Friday 11 June.  Working as a team, the pair had to design and build a new Camelot in the two hours time limit using K’NEX components. Their model castle had four turrets, surrounding ‘Bailey’ wall, a working portcullis and drawbridge, a keep and secret internal rotating door – all designed to strict specified dimensions. They won £600, a trophy and a K’NEX Education kit for their school and £50 and a K’NEX Education kit each.

Runners-up were Oscar Rummery (10 ) and Peter Thomas (11) from Turnditch CE Primary School, Belper, Derbyshire. They won £450, trophy and K’NEX Education kit for their school and £25 and a K’NEX Education kit each.

A third team, Alex King (11)and James Howse (10 ) from Shurdington C of E Primary School, Cheltenham, Glos., was highly commended and received K’NEX kits and £25 each.

Thirty-one teams of two pupils from across the UK competed in the national final, which was sponsored by Network Rail , Tomorrow’s Engineers and Data Harvest, having won regional heats earlier in the year.  All finalists were treated to an exciting tour of the Museum with its historic military aircraft and received ‘goodie’ bags full of mementoes of the occasion. More than 45,000 children entered the initial challenge.  

Judging panel member Theresa Clarke, Head of Ergonomics at Network Rail, who employ 36,000 people in the UK, including engineers of every discipline commented, “This is a great way of introducing young people to engineering. We all need to encourage the brightest and best to pursue a career in engineering to help Britain remain a leader in this field.  Our engineers get to be part of delivering some of Britain’s most vital rail infrastructure projects. It can be a challenging and rewarding career for both men and women. The finalists have demonstrated today that there are so many ways of tackling a problem, but by working together as a unit they have engineered innovative working solutions.”
For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants GU30 7AZ

Tel: 01428 727265; Email: projects@youngeng.org

-ENDS-

About Young Engineers
Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 
An exciting programme of competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills, both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain Competition, the Royal Navy Challenge, the Gatwick Airport Challenge, the Airbus Challenge, The Lloyd’s Register Educational Trust Engineering Experience and the Junior Engineer for Britain Challenge.  Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs and its new STEM Challenge Days initiative. The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities, designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.                                                                                                                                 
Young Engineers is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.
Its National sponsors are: The Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, BAA, the Royal Navy and Airbus.  Other key sponsors and supporters include: Tomorrow’s Engineers; the Institution of Engineering and Technology; Network Rail;  ARM;  Arup; Cobham plc; STMicroelectronics; Data Harvest; Rapid Electronics Limited;  Sellafield Ltd; Thales plc;  the Worshipful Company of Scientific Instrument Makers; Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation;  the Royal Academy of Engineering; The Charles Henry Foyle Trust;  E-ON; TfL; and Smaart Publishing.
