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Media enquiries to: Malcolm McLaren-Clark, Tel: 01798 865799, email: mclark@youngeng.org
             William Smith, 02392 542154, email: sultan-s1a5@nrta.mod.uk
Press reporters and photographers are invited to attend, please contact above
RN CHALLENGE 2007 PRESS RELEASE…IMMEDIATE, 12 March 2007
YOUNG ENGINEERS NAME FINALISTS FOR 2007 ROYAL NAVY CHALLENGE
Thirty One Teams From Across the UK Attempt to Crack the Code in ‘Operation Enigma’

Young Engineers have named the thirty one teams from schools across the UK, who will compete in the 2007 final of the Royal Navy Challenge at HMS SULTAN in Gosport, Hampshire on 29th March.
   ‘Operation Enigma’ has challenged teams of young engineers in two age groups, 12-15 (pre GCSE or equivalent) and 15-18 (post GCSE or equivalent), to crack sinister coded signals, which were thought to be linked to an unidentified flash in the sky seen near a foreign naval base, and which were intercepted by a Royal Navy nuclear submarine on a top secret intelligence gathering mission. Having deciphered the code the teams had to design and build a suitable radio controlled vehicle that can be used to complete the mission at the 29th March final and to solve the mystery of what was going on. The operation began in September 2006 and there were five coded signals released in stages leading up to the last one on 16 February this year.  
An Exciting and Educational Day 

   The event at HMS Sultan on 29th March promises to be an exciting and educational day for everyone taking part. Finalists will have the opportunity of a flight over Portsmouth harbour and the Solent in a Royal Navy helicopter between judging sessions, whilst many local school children will be attending to experience the challenge unfold and to try their hand on some of the Royal Navy exhibits at the event.
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Teams will each comprise of up to four members and are as follows:
	G
	SCHOOL/CLUB
	 CLUB LEADER
	TOWN
	TEAM NAME

	G1
	487 (North Birmingham) DF ATC
	Phil Parsons
	Birmingham
	HMS Girls

	G1
	Cardinal Newman School
	Peter Clayton
	Luton
	Sea Kings

	G1
	Chatham Girls' Grammar School
	Mike Collins
	Chatham
	Sypher

	G1
	City of Portsmouth Boys School
	Mitch Coles 
	Hilsea
	The Sparks

	G1
	Dyffryn Taf School
	Kevin S Abel
	Whitland
	Team Dragon

	G1
	John Hampden Grammar School
	Bernard Grabowski
	High Wycombe
	HMS Hampden

	G1
	Lomond School
	Anne Tully
	Helensburgh
	The 'Burg Boys

	G1
	Loreto Grammar School
	Tony Rupkus
	Altrincham
	LFR Crew

	G1
	Saddleworth School
	Martin Wadsworth
	Oldham
	The Little Mermaids

	G1
	Saddleworth School
	Martin Wadsworth
	Oldham
	Team Seven

	G1
	The Community College
	Mike Weston
	Bishops Castle
	Team Random

	G1
	Thurso High School 
	Andrew Ford
	Thurso
	Caithness Crocs

	G2
	Ardingly College 
	Neil Armstrong
	Haywards Heath
	Vehicle

	G2
	Ardingly College 
	Neil Armstrong
	Haywards Heath
	HMS Paddler

	G2
	Bearsden Academy
	Brian Jilks
	East Dunbartonshire
	Mostly Harmless

	G2
	Bournemouth School
	Tim Moggeridge
	Bournemouth
	Project Stealth

	G2
	Cardinal Vaughan School
	Nicky Hellier
	London
	Jellyfish

	G2
	Farr High School
	John Miligan
	Thurso
	The JAGS

	G2
	Farr High School
	John Miligan
	Thurso
	HMS Tornado

	G2
	Holy Cross School
	Veronica Gowan
	New Malden
	Andromeda

	G2
	Keswick School
	Tim Mather
	Keswick
	The Ospreys

	G2
	Keswick School
	Tim Mather
	Keswick
	The Seals

	G2
	King Alfred's College
	Julian McDermott 
	Wantage
	Wantage Warriors

	G2
	Kingsdown School
	Robert A Gibbs
	Swindon
	Pyro Boys

	G2
	Kingston Grammar School
	Derek Farr
	Surrey
	HMS Codebreaker

	G2
	Kirkham Grammar School
	Martin Hancock
	Preston
	HMS Daring

	G2
	Kit Hill School
	Richard Pearce
	Kelly Bray, Callington
	Kernow Salvage I

	G2
	Lomond School
	Anne Tully
	Helensburgh
	Opus Veritas

	G2
	St Swithun’s School
	Mr Andy Maskell
	Winchester
	Impertus

	G2
	St Swithun's School
	Mr Andy Maskell
	Winchester
	Team America

	G2
	The Community College
	Mike Weston
	Bishops Castle
	Variations


   The Royal Naval Challenge, generously supported by Seavision UK, is organised every year by Young Engineers (www.youngeng.org), a registered charity, which operates a nationwide network of over 1200 active Young Engineers Clubs with more than 20,000 members. The organisation forms a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s BEST programme.
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For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ

Tel: 01428 727825

Email: projects@youngeng.org
or,

William Smith, PR Officer, 

Parsons Block,

HMS Sultan, Military Road, Gosport,

Hants, PO12 3BY

Tel: 023 9254 2154 

E-mail: sultan-s1a5@nrta.mod.uk
-ENDS-

Notes to Editors

About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 

  Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.

   National sponsors are Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, BAA, the Royal Navy, BT and Airbus; other key sponsors include ARM, Arup, EBV Elektronik, the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), the Dulverton Trust, STMicroelectronics, National Grid, the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), Intel, Rolls-Royce, the Royal Airforce, Hasbro, BNFL, Thales, the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, Sea Vision UK, the Royal Aeronautical Society, TEP, SEP, Autodesk and JCB.

   The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.                                                                                                                                 
   An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.

About the Royal Navy
The Royal Navy offers a variety of careers for engineers.  These vary from technicians up to professional engineers.  Engineer Officers require a degree in engineering, which may be sponsored by the Royal Navy.  They can then become a marine, weapon or air engineer, qualified to work on ships, submarines or aircraft. 

   As part of a continuing recruitment programme for Engineer Officers, the Royal Navy looks for opportunities to encourage an interest in engineering amongst students of all ages.  Young Engineers provides an ideal way of targeting keen, bright students of many ages.  The annual Royal Navy challenge is an excellent day that showcases not only the ingenuity of the students’ designs but also the range of engineering careers available in the Royal Navy (Tel: 08456 07 55 55 / www.royalnavy.mod.uk).

About the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme

The Best Programme is the Royal Academy of Engineering’s programme of schemes aimed at encouraging and enthusing students to embark upon a career in engineering.  
‘Best’ stands for ‘Better Engineering Science, Technology’ and the programme offers young people from the age of 7 upwards opportunities to gain an understanding of engineering and its importance in the world around us. 

   Founded in 1976, The Royal Academy of Engineering promotes the engineering and technological welfare of the country and just last year launched the ‘Shape the Future’ campaign. The RAEng’s fellowship – comprising the UK’s most eminent engineers – provides the leadership and expertise for its activities, which focus on the relationships between engineering, technology, and the quality of life. As a national academy, the RAEng provides independent and impartial advice to Government; works to secure the next generation of engineers; and provides a voice for Britain’s engineering community.
About Sea Vision UK

Sea Vision UK (www.seavisionuk.org) is the national campaign to raise awareness and increase understanding of the sea, the value of the wider maritime sector and to attract the best young people to participate in maritime activities and careers.
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