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RN CHALLENGE 2007 PRESS RELEASE…IMMEDIATE, 3 April 2007
KINGSTON GRAMMAR AND CHATHAM GIRLS’ GRAMMAR SCHOOL SCOOP TOP PRIZES IN 2007 ROYAL NAVY CHALLENGE
Code Breakers Show their Mettle in ‘Operation Enigma’

Chris Socha, Josh Abernethy, Oliver Woodings and Isaac Williams from Kingston Grammar School in Surrey were overall winners of the 15-18 Age Group in the 2007 Royal Navy Challenge, ‘Operation Enigma’, which took place at HMS SULTAN in Gosport, Hampshire on Thursday 29 March. The team also won their class for Best Presentation and Code Breaking, and Best Design and Construction. Mandy Keywood, Jenny Mannion, Terri Wheeler and Amy Denyer from Chatham Girls’ Grammar School were overall winners of the 12-15 Age Group in what was the school’s first time of entering the Royal Navy Challenge. 
As overall winners, each team received £500 in prize money, unique trophies and they were invited to enjoy a day at RNAS Yeovilton with the Royal Navy in September. In addition, Kingston received two further cheques for £250 for their other best in class awards bringing their total prize money to £1,000.
Twenty five teams from across the UK competed in the final in which they had to retrieve a satellite from hostile territory, and deliver it safely back to a Royal Navy nuclear submarine, using radio controlled vessels and all-terrain vehicles of their own design, before it could be intercepted by the enemy.
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 To reach the final in this mock military operation, the teams of young engineers had to crack a series of coded signals from the enemy, who were aware that the satellite had landed in their territory. The overall winners were the teams who best satisfied all the criteria and achieved the best times.

More Prize Winners
Runners-up to the overall winners in the two age groups were (15-18) Josh Noble, Craig Macintosh, Adam Matheson and David Mackay from Farr High School, Thurso; (12-15) Thomas Pike, Francis Voss, Thomas Whale and Tayo Webb from John Hampden Grammar School, High Wycombe. Each team won £250.
Winners of the Best Design and Construction in the 12-15 Age Group were Luke Saunders, Martin Pearse, Tom Burnside and Peter Hedley from City of Portsmouth Boys’ School, who received a cheque for £250.

Winners of the Best Presentation and Code Breaking in the 12-15 Age Group were Lewis Williams and Llyr Lewis from Dyffryn Taf School, Whitland, who received a cheque for £250.

Winners of the Best Mission Team Disguise in the two age groups were (15-18) Euan Morris, Billy Liu, James Richie and Iain Carr from Bearsden Academy, East Dunbartonshire; (12-15) Robin Foster, Sean Maclean, Keith Baxter and Jason Kerr from Thurso High School. Each team received a cheque for £150. 
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The £150 prize for the Most Titanic Effort went to Luke Duckworth, Chris Watts and Benjamin Stabler from Ardingly College, Haywards Heath and a special £100 ‘Spirit of Bond’ award generously donated and presented by James Bond stunt girl Sarah Donahue went to Emma Worrall, Emma Bowyer, Lucy Wiles and Natasha Vracas from St Swithun’s School, Winchester.

Design and Construction Runners-up prizes of £125 went to (15-18) Matthew Holloway, Peter Gibbons and Michael Pollet from Bournemouth School; (12-15) Thomas Pike, Francis Voss, Thomas Whale and Tayo Webb from John Hampden Grammar School.
Presentation and Code Breaking Runners-up prizes of £125 went to (15-18) Euan Morris, Billy Liu, James Richie and Iain Carr from Bearsden Academy, bringing their total winnings to £375; (12-15) Thomas Pike, Francis Voss, Thomas Whale and Tayo Webb from John Hampden Grammar School, bringing their total winnings to £500.
The Royal Naval Challenge, generously supported by Sea Vision UK, is organised every year by Young Engineers (www.youngeng.org), a registered charity, which operates a nationwide network of over 1200 active Young Engineers Clubs with more than 26,000 members. The organisation forms a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s BEST programme.
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For further information contact:
Joanne Phillips,
Young Engineers,
Chiltlee Manor,
Liphook,
Hants,
GU30 7AZ

Tel: 01428 727825

Email: projects@youngeng.org
or,

William Smith, PR Officer, 

Parsons Block,

HMS SULTAN, 
Military Road, Gosport,

Hants, PO12 3BY

Tel: 023 9254 2068 

E-mail: sultan-s1a5@nrta.mod.uk
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                                                                                              Notes to editors…
About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 

Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.

National sponsors are Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, the BAA Communities Trust, the Royal Navy, BT and Airbus; other key sponsors include ARM, Arup, EBV Elektronik, the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), STMicroelectronics, National Grid, the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), Rolls-Royce, RAF Cranfield, Hasbro, BNFL, Thales, LSBU, the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, Sea Vision UK, the Royal Aeronautical Society, Autodesk, Rapid Electronics and Cobham.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.        
An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge, the Airbus Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.

About the Royal Navy
The Royal Navy offers a variety of careers for engineers.  These vary from technicians up to professional engineers.  Engineer Officers require a degree in engineering, which may be sponsored by the Royal Navy.  They can then become a marine, weapon or air engineer, qualified to work on ships, submarines or aircraft. 

As part of a continuing recruitment programme for Engineer Officers, the Royal Navy looks for opportunities to encourage an interest in engineering amongst students of all ages.  Young Engineers provides an ideal way of targeting keen, bright students of many ages.  The annual Royal Navy challenge is an excellent day that showcases not only the ingenuity of the students’ designs but also the range of engineering careers available in the Royal Navy (Tel: 08456 07 55 55 / www.royalnavy.mod.uk).

About Sea Vision UK

Sea Vision UK (www.seavisionuk.org) is the national campaign to raise awareness and increase understanding of the sea, the value of the wider maritime sector and to attract the best young people to participate in maritime activities and careers.                                                                                        

About the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme

The Best Programme is the Royal Academy of Engineering’s programme of schemes aimed at encouraging and enthusing students to embark upon a career in engineering.  
‘Best’ stands for ‘Better Engineering Science, Technology’ and the programme offers young people from the age of 7 upwards opportunities to gain an understanding of engineering and its importance in the world around us. 

Founded in 1976, The Royal Academy of Engineering promotes the engineering and technological welfare of the country and just last year launched the ‘Shape the Future’ campaign. The RAEng’s fellowship – comprising the UK’s most eminent engineers – provides the leadership and expertise for its activities, which focus on the relationships between engineering, technology, and the quality of life. As a national academy, the RAEng provides independent and impartial advice to Government; works to secure the next generation of engineers; and provides a voice for Britain’s engineering community.
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