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STUDENTS’ ‘AMAZING’ IDEAS TO HELP SHAPE AIRPORTS OF THE FUTURE
Results Announced in 2007 BAA Airport Adventure Zone Challenge

Schools from Hastings, Selsdon, Southampton and Wolverhampton have scooped the top prizes in the final of the 2007 BAA Airport Adventure Zone Challenge, organised by Young Engineers on Friday 27 April at Gatwick Airport.  Twelve teams from across the UK qualified for the national final that took part in the quest to design an airport adventure zone for the airport terminal of the future. Students aged between 8 -18 competed in the BAA Communities Trust sponsored final, in which they had to display their adventure zone design and present its features to a panel of six BAA Gatwick and BAA Communities Trust judges.   
“A really amazing level of creativity and innovation was shown by students in developing their ideas and each team displayed a number of novel ideas, which ranged from a 4-D Cinema to fantastic slides and simulators through climbing walls and even a balloon lift and an unwinding bridge” said Caroline Nicholls, BAA Communities Trust trustee and member of the team of judges.  
Winners of the Most Creative and Best Constructed Adventure Zone model in the 12 -18 age group were Selsdon High School, near Croydon, Surrey, represented by Kelly Bidwell (14), Jayland Cubitt (13), Carolanne Volp (14) and Michaela Gregory (14) and team leader, teacher Alan Day. Calling themselves Phoenix Experience, the team’s prize was a cheque for £500 and a 
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unique trophy constructed from parts of aircraft and airport equipment by Rex Garrod of Robot Wars fame. In the 8 -11 Age Group the winners were the Uplands Junior School team, MACC 7 

from Wolverhampton represented by Chloe Hopkins (10), Abigail Sanderson (10), Matthew 

Anslow (11) and Charles Granger (11) with their team leader, teacher Carolyn Bryan. They won a cheque for £200 and a Rex Garrod trophy.
Winners of the Best Display and Presentation Prize of £500 and Rex Garrod trophy in the 12 – 18 age group were the Smile Team from St Anne’s Convent School, Southampton represented by Johanna Maxwell (11) and Yasmin Mascarenhas (13) and team leader, teacher Gina Longman.

In the 8 -11 age group, the Best Display and Presentation winners were the All Saints (CE) Junior School team from Hastings, DRA Fighter Pilots represented by Rhys Climpson (11), Andrew Hubbard (10) and Daniel Matthews (10) and team leader, teacher Faith Rew. They won a cheque for £200 and Rex Garrod trophy.

All Action Day

As well as competing in the challenge, all finalists were given a tour of the airport and air traffic control facilities, all of which depend to a major extent on the expertise of engineers. In addition, they were given demonstrations of a thermal imaging camera in action to illustrate the important role that this technology plays in the maintenance and everyday safety of a busy airport. Also, finalists had hands on experience of dismantling and reassembling landing lights for routine maintenance. Another highlight and particular favourite of the children was a demonstration by PC Chris Murray and his dog ‘Oscar’, a Springer Spaniel trained to hunt and seek explosives as part of the Airport’s policing operations. 

Hosting the event for the first time, BAA Gatwick is one of seven airports owned by BAA, the world’s leading airport company.  The company employs more than 11,000 staff with engineering core skills helping the company to develop and maintain its terminals, runways and airfields.  
 Addressing the finalists after the awards presentations, Chris Garton, Technical Director, and an engineer by training, at Gatwick said, “It’s fabulous today to see all the superb problem solvers and the creative and different ways that you have thought about the challenge and its solution. 
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“Perhaps you can imagine how many engineers work in an airport this size and I hope you got some feel for just how exciting and interesting our work is.   My challenge is to find the next generation of engineers.   I have met tomorrow’s engineers today and I am so pleased that the future is in such great hands.”
Tough Criteria
In producing their blueprints for their entertainment zones, teams were allowed an area of 30 metres x 15 metres with a ceiling height of 10 metres. Their plans had to include a range of activities of which 50 per cent or more had to have an aviation theme and no more than 25 per cent could be computer based or arcade games. At least one of the activities had to be their own 
unique idea. Very importantly, teams also had to build an electronic tracking system for the one hundred children per hour, who were expected to use the zone. The electronic systems additionally had to be capable of matching children to their parents or guardians and alerting 
them in time for flight departures. The students will compete for the Most Creative and Best Constructed Adventure Zone and the Best Display and Presentation.
The Finalists

Group
         School
   Town

1 (ages 8-11)        All Saints (CE) Junior School
   Hastings

1
         Church Crookham Primary School    Fleet

1
         Paringdon Junior School
   Harlow

1
        
Uplands Junior School
   Wolverhampton

2 (ages 12-18)      Brighton College Prep School
   Brighton

2
         Burnage High School
   Manchester

2
         Grangefield Technology College
   Stockton-on-Tees                                                                                                                                                                       

2
         Knowsley Hey School
   Huyton

2
         Selsdon High School
   Croydon

2
         St Anne's Convent School
   Southampton

2
         The Baytree Centre
   Brixton

2
         The Forest School
   Horsham
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About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 

Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.

National sponsors are Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, BAA Communities Trust, the Royal Navy, BT and Airbus; other key sponsors include ARM, Arup, EBV Elektronik, the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), Cobham, the Dulverton Trust, STMicroelectronics, National Grid, the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), Intel, Rolls-Royce, the Royal Air Force, Hasbro, BNFL, Thales, the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, Sea Vision UK, the Royal Aeronautical Society, Rapid and Autodesk.
The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.                                                                                                                                 
An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.

About BAA
BAA, the world's leading airport company, is the owner and operator of seven UK airports: Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted, Southampton, Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Glasgow, serving more than 145 million passengers a year.

The company employs more than 11,000 staff, with engineering a core skill -

helping the company to develop and maintain its terminals, runways and airfields.

The company's charitable trust, The BAA Communities Trust, grants more than

£800,000 a year to a range of causes, including support for community projects local to airports, initiatives suggested by staff and global youth volunteering schemes. Since it was first established 10 years ago it has distributed more than £4 million to good causes worldwide. 
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