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PRESS RELEASE, 24 May 2007…
Media contact: Malcolm Clark: 01798 865799, email mc@malcolmclark.co.uk

YOUNG BRITS SCOOP TOP INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING AWARDS
Nottingham and Sheffield Young Engineers Net $19,500 Prize Money
Andrew Nowell (19) from Nottingham High School has won the top Alcatel Lucent Innovation Prize of $15,000, at the International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF) held last week in Albuquerque, New Mexico. He also won the $3,000 first prize award in the Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Category - Presented by the Intel Foundation with his remote computer interface invention, whilst Birkdale School, Sheffield student David Badger (18) won the $1,500 second prize with his trailer/caravan manoeuvring device.

The lads, who returned to the UK yesterday after their eight day US adventure, won the right to take part in ISEF as part of their prizes for success in the final of the 2006 Young Engineer for Britain competition held in London last September. Entries for this year’s competition are now being accepted, although the deadline is fast approaching. 

 Despite feeling jet-lagged as he stepped off the plane back in London, Andrew said,

 “This was the most amazing experience of my life, I felt like a Hollywood film star collecting an Oscar. David Badger and I will remember our trip for the rest of our lives.

“Entering Young Engineer for Britain last year turned out to be a life changing experience for both of us”, Andrew continued, “and we are really excited at what the future might hold following our most recent success.” 

                                                                                                                               more…

continued…
Andrew’s invention, which he demonstrated to several teams of judges and to hundreds of visitors at ISEF as well as being interviewed by countless US media representatives, is a handheld electronic device employing a TFT (thin film transistor) screen and built in joystick to provide remote control and operation of a desktop computer via a wireless link. The device won him The Duke of York’s Award for the most creative electronics innovation and £1,000 prize money at last year’s Young Engineer for Britain competition, whilst David Badger’s ‘TUG’ trailer/caravan manoeuvring trolley won him the 17-19 age category and £750 prize money plus £500 for his school.
For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ.

Telephone – 01428 727265; email – projects@youngeng.org                                                                                                               
-ENDS-

                                                                                                           Notes to Editors…

About ISEF

The Intel International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF) is the world's only international science fair representing all life sciences for students. Every year, more than one million students in grades 9-12 compete in regional science fairs and nearly 500 Intel ISEF-affiliated fairs held around the world. More than 1,200 students from 40+ countries win the chance to compete for more than US$3 million in scholarships and prizes at the Intel ISEF in 14 scientific categories and a team project category. 
The goal of Intel Education is to prepare young people for Twenty-First Century success. 
The Intel Teach Programme is a worldwide effort to help both experienced teachers and pre-service teachers integrate technology, create assessment tools, and align lessons with educational learning goals and standards into classroom teaching in order to develop students' higher-order thinking skills and enhance learning.
 
About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 
Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.

National sponsors are Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, BAA, the Royal Navy, BT and Airbus; other key sponsors include ARM, Arup, Cobham plc, EBV Elektronik, the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), the Dulverton Trust, STMicroelectronics, National Grid, the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), Intel, REKTN, Rolls-Royce, the Royal Airforce, Hasbro, BNFL, Thales, the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, Sea Vision UK, Autodesk.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.                                                                                                                                 
An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge, the Airbus Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.           
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