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PRESS RELEASE… 25 JUNE 2007….IMMEDIATE
MEDIA CONTACT: Malcolm McLaren-Clark, 01798 865799; email info@malcolmclark.co.uk
NORTH WEST REGION YOUNG ENGINEER FOR BRITAIN IS NAMED 

Mathew Wilkinson (age 18) from Bolton School Boys Division will represent the North West Region in the 2007 National Final of Young Engineer for Britain, to be held at the Old Royal Navy College in Greenwich on 17th September. Mathew was named as the overall winner of the North West Regional Final, which was held last week at the University of Salford, for his novel ‘iSink’, designed to fill a sink intelligently at the touch of a button. Mathew won a total of £500 - including the top prize of £200 plus two further category prizes of £150 - which he shares with his school, a trophy and the chance to compete for the national title of Young Engineer for Britain, which could bring him another £2,500 in prize money and the possibility of a trip to America to take part in the 2008 Intel sponsored International Science and Engineering Fair.
Mathew’s device works by filling a sink to a predetermined level through a touch sensitive button. Another touch empties the sink and then sends a further wash of water to clean the bowl. He commented, “I believe the sink would prove useful in hotels, hospitals and care homes avoiding overflows and providing a degree of self cleaning.”                                                                                                                      
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Category Winners

   Budding young engineers between the ages of 12 and 18 from secondary schools across the North West Region took part in last Thursday’s regional final. The winners of all categories were as follows:
Overall Winner (£200), Young Engineer for Britain (North West Region)
Mathew Wilkinson (18), Bolton School Boys Division, Bolton - iSink 
Winners (£150) – Best Design & Innovation
Group 1 16 – 18) - Mathew Wilkinson (18), Bolton School Boys Division, Bolton - iSink

Group 2 (11 – 16) – Emily Cooke (16), Keswick School - Laptop Work & Coffee Table

Winner (£150) – Best Product Development & Marketability

Emily Cooke (16), Keswick School - Laptop Work & Coffee Table

Winner (£150) – Best Engineering Craftsmanship & Finish

Mathew Wilkinson (18), Bolton School Boys Division, Bolton – iSink

Winners (£150) – Best Integration of Electronics

Group 1 (16 -18) – David Piggott (17), Newcastle-Under-Lyme School, Newcastle-Under-Lyme – Alarm for Heavy Sleeper

Group 2 (11 – 16) – Ethan Bradbury (16), Newcastle-Under-Lyme School, Newcastle-Under-Lyme – Drum Beat Blast Trainer

Winner (£100) – Award for Sustainable Engineering (sponsored by the Resource Efficiency Knowledge Transfer Network)

Emily Cooke (16), Keswick School - Laptop Work & Coffee Table 
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Organiser
The event was organised by SETPOINT Greater Manchester supported by other North West Regional Setpoints.
For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ.

Telephone – 01428 727265; email – projects@youngeng.org
-ENDS-

                                                                                                                 Notes to editors…
About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 
Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.

National sponsors are Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, BAA, the Royal Navy and Airbus; other key sponsors include ARM, Arup, Cobham plc, EBV Elektronik, the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), the Dulverton Trust, STMicroelectronics, National Grid, the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), Intel, REKTN, Rolls-Royce, the Royal Airforce, Hasbro, BNFL, Thales, the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, Sea Vision UK and Autodesk.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.                                                                                                                                 
An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge, the Airbus Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.
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