[image: image1.jpg]ENGINEERS

Talent«Skills:Enterprlse




PRESS RELEASE… 26 June…IMMEDIATE
MEDIA CONTACT: Malcolm McLaren-Clark, 01798 865799; 
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 info@malcolmclark.co.uk
YOUNG ENGINEER FOR BRITAIN 2007 – SCOTTISH WINNER NAMED
John Strang (16), from Plockton High School, Rossshire has been selected as the Scottish winner of Young Engineer for Britain 2007 and will represent Scotland at the 2007 National Final of Young Engineer for Britain competition.  John was named as the overall individual winner at the SCDI’s Scottish Celebration of Engineering, which was held on Friday 22nd June at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow.  
   Up against tough competition, which also greatly impressed the judges, his ‘Zoomer’ transporter, is a lightweight and inexpensive electric mobility scooter for indoor use by disabled people.  John won £200, which he shares with his school and a unique Rex Garrod trophy.  He also won the honour of competing for the title of Young Engineer for Britain 2007 at the Old Royal Navy College in Greenwich on 17th September.  Success here could bring him another £2,000 in prize money, the possibility of a trip to America to take part in the 2008 Intel sponsored International Science and Engineering Fair and the chance for his project to be developed commercially.
   The Zoomer uses inexpensive components and separate rechargeable batteries to drive the rear wheels of a highly manoeuvrable mobility tricycle.  When accepting his awards John said, “I really enjoyed building my Zoomer and will be developing it further as part of my Highers next year.  I am also really excited at the prospect of taking part in the Young Engineer for Britain National Final and now plan to do additional work to improve my Zoomer during my summer holidays.”   
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Category Winners

   Budding young engineers between the ages of 11 and 18 from secondary schools across Scotland took part in last Friday’s final, while over 50 primary and secondary school young engineer clubs were involved in a clubs’ showcase and a series of technology challenges, described as ‘amazing’ by those taking part.  

   The winners of the Young Engineer for Britain Awards were as follows:
11-16 age group 
Winner (£150) – Grant Walker (16), Merchiston School, Edinburgh – Greenhouse Watering System

Runner-up (£125) – David Muir (13), Duncanrig School, East Kilbride - Talking Bus Stop
16-18 age group
Winner (£150) – Fraser Loudon (18), Merchiston School, Edinburgh – Easy Ski Bike

Runner-up (£125) – James March (17), Merchiston School, Edinburgh – Log Clamp.
Overall Winner and the Scottish Young Engineer for Britain (£200)
John Strang (16), Plockton High School, Rossshire - Zoomer. 
Best Young Engineers Club Scotland
   The Regional Young Engineers Club Scotland Showcase also took place at this event and clubs from across Scotland were able to demonstrate the wide variety of projects that they are currently undertaking.  They excited judges with their enthusiasm and commitment and also took part in several ‘on the spot’ challenges to demonstrate their practical skills and ingenuity.  Farr High School, from Thurso, was named the Best Scottish Club 2007.  The club won £750, an invitation to the SDI Annual Dinner in November, a magnificent trophy 
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and the opportunity to represent Scotland at the Young Engineers Annual Celebration of Engineering in September.  The Farr Young Engineers Club, enthusiastically led by the club leader ‘Spike’ Milligan, is an exceptionally active club, which takes part in a large number of Young Engineer sponsored competitions and has a great track record of success!
Sponsors and Organiser
   The event was organised by SCDI Young Engineer Clubs Scotland and supported by a wide range of organisations, including:  the DTI, ‘Determined to Succeed’, Opito, the Lloyd’s Register Educational Trust, BP, Shell, BT, BAA Scotland and Aker Kvaener.
For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ.

Telephone – 01428 727265; email – projects@youngeng.org
-ENDS-

                                                                                                                       Notes to editors…
About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 
Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.

National sponsors are Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, BAA, the Royal Navy and Airbus; other key sponsors include ARM, Arup, Cobham plc, EBV Elektronik, the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), the Dulverton Trust, STMicroelectronics, National Grid, the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), Intel, REKTN, Rolls-Royce, the Royal Airforce, Hasbro, BNFL, Thales, the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, Sea Vision UK and Autodesk.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.                                                                                                                                 
An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge, the Airbus Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.           
PAGE  
1

