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YOUNG ENGINEER FOR BRITAIN 2007 – SOUTH-EAST WINNER NAMED

Josh Simpson (16), from Ranelagh School, Bracknell has been selected as the South-East winner of Young Engineer for Britain 2007 and will represent the region at the 2007 National Final of Young Engineer for Britain competition.  Josh was named as the overall individual winner at the South-East regional final, which was held yesterday, 28th June at the University of Surrey, Guildford.  

   Up against tough competition, his dinghy racing timer is an electronic hand held device allowing race judges to store competitors’ finishing times at the click of a button. Josh won £200, which he shares with his school and a unique Rex Garrod trophy.  He also won the honour of competing for the title of Young Engineer for Britain 2007 at the Old Royal Navy College in Greenwich on 17th September.  Success here could bring him another £2,000 in prize money, the possibility of a trip to America to take part in the 2008 Intel sponsored International Science and Engineering Fair and the chance for his project to be developed commercially.

   When accepting his award Josh said, “I love sailing and this inspired me to devise my racing timer to help judges log finishing times more efficiently. At present they rely on a stop watch and writing the times down manually, which can be a bit tricky especially in a tight contest.  I was amazed to win the regional final of Young Engineer for Britain and am really excited at the prospect of taking part in the National Final.”   
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Category Winners

   Budding young engineers between the ages of 12 and 18 from secondary schools across the South-East took part in yesterday’s regional final, while a further 12 primary and secondary school Young Engineers clubs were involved in a clubs’ showcase and a technology challenge, described as ‘great fun’ by those taking part.  

   The winners of the South-East Young Engineer for Britain Awards were as follows:

Overall Winner (£200), Young Engineer for Britain (South-East Region)
Josh Simpson (16), Ranelagh School, Bracknell – Dinghy Racing Timer

Winners (£150) – Best Design & Innovation

Group 1 (16 – 19) – Christopher Peploe (18), Royal Grammar School, Guildford – Programmable Golfing Surface for putting practice

Group 2 (12 – 16) – Kate Meyer (16), St Swithun’s School, Winchester – Occupational Therapy Tool

Winners (£150) – Best Product Development & Marketability

Group 1 (16 -19) – James Clement (18), Farnborough Sixth Form College – Bicycle Stand
Group 2 (12 – 16) – John Batts (12), Waingels College, Woodley, Reading – Novelty Safety Helmets

Winners (£150) – Best Engineering Craftsmanship & Finish

Group 1 (16 -19) – Jonathan Capper (18), Alton College – Stage Lighting Control
Group 2 (12 – 16) – Terence Ansell (16), Ravens Wood School, Bromley, Kent – Coffee Table
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Winner (£150) – Best Integration of Electronics

Peter Morgan (16), Poole Grammar School – Sailing Race Countdown Timer
Winner (£100) – Award for Sustainable Engineering (sponsored by the Resource Efficiency Knowledge Transfer Network)

Kim Neale (17), Hannah Pavey (17), Caroline Ebert (17) and Jenny Islam (17), St Anne’s Convent, Southampton – Alarm System 
Best Young Engineers Clubs South-East

   The Regional Young Engineers Club South-East Showcase also took place at this event and clubs from across the South-East were able to demonstrate the wide variety of projects that they are currently undertaking.  They excited judges with their enthusiasm and commitment and also took part in an ‘on the spot’ challenge to demonstrate their practical skills and ingenuity.  The challenge, to design and build a K’Nex spring-powered model car to a rigid specification and to compete in two longest run trials, was won by the Byron Primary School team Jamie Holsten (11), Rebecca Wilkins (11), George Kendall (10) and Danielle Hallett (10) from Gillingham in Kent.

Brighton College Prep School and Kingston Grammar School, were named as the Best South-East Young Engineers Clubs for 2007.  The clubs each won a magnificent trophy and an invitation to the Annual Celebration of Engineering in September, with the opportunity to become the National 2007 Club of the Year. 
Award presenters

   The Guest of Honour and presenter of the South-East region Young Engineer for Britain awards was Professor Christopher Snowden, vice-chancellor and chief executive 
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of the University of Surrey, who also delivered an inspiring address to students on the great attractions of becoming an engineer. 

   Paul Baker, managing director of the electronics firm Rapid, a sponsor of the event, presented the club and K’Nex challenge awards.

Sponsors
The event was sponsored by Lloyds Register Educational Trust, Rapid and the REKTN (Resource Efficiency Knowledge Transfer Network).

For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ.

Telephone – 01428 727265; email – projects@youngeng.org
-ENDS-
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About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 
Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.

National sponsors are Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, BAA, the Royal Navy and Airbus; other key sponsors include ARM, Arup, Cobham plc, EBV Elektronik, the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), the Dulverton Trust, STMicroelectronics, National Grid, the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), Intel, REKTN, Rolls-Royce, the Royal Airforce, Hasbro, BNFL, Thales, the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, Sea Vision UK and Autodesk.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.                                                                                                                                 
An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge, the Airbus Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.           
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