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YOUNG ENGINEER FOR BRITAIN 2007 – SOUTH-WEST WINNER NAMED

Jason Liang (17), from Bristol Grammar School has been selected as the South-West winner of Young Engineer for Britain 2007 and will represent the region at the 2007 National Final of Young Engineer for Britain competition.  Jason was named as the overall individual winner at the South-West regional final, which was held on Monday 2nd July at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton, Somerset.  

   Jason’s motorcycle elevation device is simply positioned on the front forks of the vehicle, allowing the front wheel to be lifted safely off the ground for quick maintenance and with the minimum of effort. The device uses no hydraulics or jacking mechanism and is operated single handed by means of leverage. Jason won £200, which he shares with his school and a unique Rex Garrod trophy.  He also won the honour of competing for the title of Young Engineer for Britain 2007 at the Old Royal Navy College in Greenwich on 17th September.  Success here could bring him another £2,000 in prize money, the possibility of a trip to America to take part in the 2008 Intel sponsored International Science and Engineering Fair and the chance for his project to be developed commercially.

   When accepting his award Jason said, “I certainly wasn’t expecting to win, which has made it all the more exciting. This has encouraged me to develop the product further with the view to marketing it. I intend to talk to local companies about possible ways forward, 
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and Riders of Bristol, who are Ducatti specialists, have already indicated that they are impressed with the device and have provided some useful comments. I am now really looking forward to taking part in the National Final of Young Engineer for Britain.”   

Category Winners

   Budding young engineers between the ages of 12 and 19 from secondary schools across the South-West took part in Monday’s regional final, while a further seven primary and secondary school Young Engineers clubs were involved in a clubs’ showcase and a technology challenge, described as ‘great fun’ by those taking part.  

   Chairman of the judges, Duncan Greenman, head of people development at Airbus Engineering said, “The UK has won a great reputation for innovation down the years and what I have seen today gives me heart that this will continue into the future. I am delighted that Airbus has had the opportunity to sponsor the South-West event along with the engineering craftsmanship category award.”
   The winners of the South-West Young Engineer for Britain Awards were as follows:

Overall Winner (£200), Young Engineer for Britain (South-West Region)
Jason Liang (17), Bristol Grammar School – Motorcycle elevation device
Winners (£150) – Best Design & Innovation

Group 1 (16 – 19) – Joanna Fry (17), Balcarras School, Cheltenham – Iron safety shield
Group 2 (12 – 16) – Lisa Alhadeff (16), Bristol Grammar School – Childrens’ task timer
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Winners (£150) – Best Product Development & Marketability

Group 1 (16 -19) – Tom Beale (18), Katherine Lady Berkeley School, Wootton under Edge, Gloucestershire – Ladder storage
Group 2 (12 – 16) – James Popper (15), Cheltenham College – Smart sprinkler system
Winners (£150) – Best Engineering Craftsmanship & Finish

Group 1 (16 -19) – Dougie Swanson-Low (17), Katherine Lady Berkeley School – Guitar stand

Group 2 (12 – 16) – Charlie Fryer (16), Katherine Lady Berkeley School – Boot rack
Winners (£150) – Best Integration of Electronics

Group 1 (16-19) – Thomas Lloyd (18), Chipping Sodbury School – Electronic spirit level
Group 2 (12-16) – Alex Hunter (16), Chipping Sodbury School – Instrument display panel

Winner (£100) – Award for Sustainable Engineering (sponsored by the Resource Efficiency Knowledge Transfer Network)

Matthew Pryn (16), Bristol Grammar School – Plant guardian 
Best Young Engineers Clubs South-West
   The Regional Young Engineers Club South-West Showcase also took place at this event and clubs from across the South-West were able to demonstrate the wide variety of projects that they are currently undertaking.  They excited judges with their enthusiasm and commitment and also took part in an ‘on the spot’ challenge to demonstrate their practical skills and ingenuity.  
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The challenge, to design and build a K’Nex spring-powered model car to a rigid specification and to compete in two longest run trials, was won by the John Cabot School team of Nick Inove (18) and Jack Dunkley (18) from Bristol.

The Sir John Colfox School, Bridport, Dorset was named as the Best South-West Young Engineers Club for 2007.  The club, represented by Daniel Jones, Marcus Colborne and 

Nigel Robertshaw, won a magnificent trophy and an invitation to the Annual Celebration of Engineering in September, with the opportunity to become the National 2007 Club of the Year. 
Organiser and Sponsors
The event was organised by Setpoint, Gloucestershire, whose activities coordinator is Sandy Jack. Sponsors were Airbus, the Fleet Air Arm Museum, the Institute of Physics, the Royal Navy, Simulation Systems Ltd, Rapid and the REKTN (Resource Efficiency Knowledge Transfer Network).

For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ.

Telephone – 01428 727265; email – projects@youngeng.org
-ENDS-
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About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 
Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.

National sponsors are Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, BAA, the Royal Navy and Airbus; other key sponsors include ARM, Arup, Cobham plc, EBV Elektronik, the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), the Dulverton Trust, STMicroelectronics, National Grid, the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), Intel, REKTN, Rolls-Royce, the Royal Airforce, Hasbro, BNFL, Thales, the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, Sea Vision UK and Autodesk.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.                                                                                                                                 
An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge, the Airbus Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.           
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