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YOUNG ENGINEER FOR BRITAIN 2007 – EASTERN REGION WINNER NAMED

David Bird (17), from Framlingham College, Suffolk has been selected as the Eastern region winner of Young Engineer for Britain 2007 and will represent the region at the 2007 National Final of Young Engineer for Britain competition.  David was named as the overall individual winner at the Eastern regional final, which was held on Tuesday, 3rd July at Anglia Ruskin University, Chelmsford.  

   David’s winning project is an agricultural steering aid, which offers an inexpensive alternative to the Global Positioning Satellite solutions currently on the market. The device fits on the front of a tractor and can be adjusted according to the width of the rows of crops being worked to enable the driver to line up accurately.  As overall winner David won £200, plus a further £150 as the winner of the design and innovation category, which he shares with his school and a unique Rex Garrod trophy.  He also won the honour of competing for the title of Young Engineer for Britain 2007 at the Old Royal Navy College in Greenwich on 17th September.  Success here could bring him another £2,000 in prize money, the possibility of a trip to America to take part in the 2008 Intel sponsored International Science and Engineering Fair and the chance for his project to be developed commercially.

   When accepting his award David said, “My father is an arable farmer and I often help him on our farm. This gave me the idea for my device and because the GPS products currently on the market are so expensive I decided to try and build a mechanical 
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alternative that would be more affordable.  I was amazed to win the regional final of Young Engineer for Britain and am really excited at the prospect of taking part in the National Final.
“Although I built the product entirely myself, I would like to thank Rose and Krieger of Aylesbury for donating the flange clamps free of charge and helping me with some of the technical problems.”    
Category Winners

   Budding young engineers between the ages of 12 and 18 from secondary schools across Eastern Britain took part in last Tuesday’s regional final, while a further six primary and secondary school Young Engineers clubs were involved in a clubs’ showcase and a technology challenge, described as ‘great fun’ by those taking part.  

   The winners of the Eastern region Young Engineer for Britain Awards were as follows:

Overall Winner (£200), Young Engineer for Britain (Eastern Region)
David Bird (17), Framlingham College, Suffolk – Agricultural steering aid
Winners (£150) – Best Design & Innovation

Group 1 (16 – 19) – David Bird (17), Framlingham College, Suffolk – Agricultural steering aid

Group 2 (12 – 16) – Joshua Smith (13), Chelmer Valley School, Chelmsford – School clock
Winners (£150) – Best Product Development & Marketability

Group 1 (16 -19) – Tim Butt, Mayflower High School – Fold-it furniture
Group 2 (12 – 16) – Daniel Copley (14), Westcliffe High School for Boys – Pace mate
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Winners (£150) – Best Engineering Craftsmanship & Finish

Group 1 (16 -19) – Liam Woolley (18), Chelmer Valley High School – Hi-Jak

Group 2 (12 – 16) – Martyn Jenner, Langley School – Portable fishing tackle box

Winners (£150) – Best Integration of Electronics

Group 1 (16 -19) – Emma Crossman (17), Ben Loombe-Temple (17), Ruth Taylor (17) and David Wilson (17), Wymondham College, Norfolk – Post-operative knee evaluation tool 

Group 2 (12 – 16) – Christopher Morris (16), Westcliffe High School for Boys – Burglar alarm system
Winner (£100) – Award for Sustainable Engineering (sponsored by the Resource Efficiency Knowledge Transfer Network)

James Dye, Haberdashers Aske’s College – The paint pal 
Best Young Engineers Clubs Eastern Region
   The Regional Young Engineers Club Eastern Showcase also took place at this event and clubs from across Eastern Britain were able to demonstrate the wide variety of projects that they are currently undertaking.  They excited judges with their enthusiasm and commitment and also took part in an ‘on the spot’ challenge to demonstrate their practical skills and ingenuity.  
The challenge, to design and build a K’Nex spring-powered model car to a rigid specification and to compete in two longest run trials, was won by the Paringdon Junior School team of Ben Michelson-Tournier (11), Maddie Lund (11), Callum Sontag (11) and Ellis Smith (10) from Paringdon Junior School, Harlow.
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Fairhaven Primary School was named as the Best Eastern region Young Engineers Club for 2007.  The club won a magnificent trophy and an invitation to the Annual Celebration of Engineering in September, with the opportunity to become the National 2007 Club of the Year. 
K’Nex Challenge for Primary School Children

1st place – Oscar Haines (11) and Lewis Oates (11) of Little Thetford Primary School 

Runners-up – Daniel Holland (9) and Sam Pointing (9) of Ramsey Manor Lower School, Bedfordshire.
Award presenter                                                                                                                  

   The Guest of Honour and presenter of the 2007 Eastern region Young Engineer for Britain awards was Professor Michael Thorne, vice-chancellor of Anglia Ruskin University, who said, “Too many people take engineering for granted and don’t realise just how fundamental it is to our way of life, which makes this event is so important. I have been greatly impressed with the young engineers here today and their innovative solutions to everyday needs.” 

Organiser and Sponsors
The event was organised by Setpoint Essex and the Young Engineers regional awards were sponsored by Lloyds Register Educational Trust, Rapid and the REKTN (Resource Efficiency Knowledge Transfer Network).

For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ.

Telephone – 01428 727265; email – projects@youngeng.org
-ENDS-

                                                                                                                Notes to editors…

About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 
Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.

National sponsors are Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, BAA, the Royal Navy and Airbus; other key sponsors include ARM, Arup, Cobham plc, EBV Elektronik, the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), the Dulverton Trust, STMicroelectronics, National Grid, the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), Intel, REKTN, Rolls-Royce, the Royal Airforce, Hasbro, BNFL, Thales, the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, Sea Vision UK and Autodesk.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.                                                                                                                                 
An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge, the Airbus Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.           
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