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YOUNG ENGINEER FOR BRITAIN 2007 – WELSH REGIONAL WINNERS NAMED

Luc Funnell (18), from Amman Valley Comprehensive School, was named as the Welsh winner of the 2007 Young Engineer for Britain competition at the final held on Monday, 16th July at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff. He will now represent Wales in the 2007 National Final of Young Engineer for Britain competition, to be held at the Old Royal Navy College in Greenwich on 17th September. He will be joined there by two primary school children – Alice Chivers and Annie Chivers, twins aged 10 of Ysgol Carreglefn in Anglesey, winners of the K’Nex Challenge - and four selected representatives of Dyffryn Taf School, which was named as the best Young Engineers Club in Wales 2007.
   Luc’s winning project is a bicycle training device. Based on a rolling road principle, this device enables riders to use their own bicycles to cycle on the spot, whilst recording their virtual speed and distance. This provides a useful and convenient means of training and improving fitness without the need actually to go onto busy roads or venture out in bad weather.
  As overall regional winner Luc won £200, which he shares with his school, and a unique Rex Garrod trophy.  Should he go on to become Young Engineer for Britain at the national final, Luc will win another £2,000 in prize money, the possibility of a trip to America to take part in the 2008 Intel sponsored International Science and Engineering 

Fair and the chance to have his project developed commercially.  
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 Category Winners

   Budding young engineers between the ages of 12 and 18 from secondary schools across Wales took part in last Monday’s regional final, whilst seven primary schools took part in the K’Nex challenge regional final and a further seven primary and secondary schools took part in the Young Engineers Showcase. The category winners were as follows:

Overall Winner (£200), Young Engineer for Britain ( Welsh Region)
Luc Funnell (18), Amman Valley Comprehensive School – Bicycle Training Device
Winners (£150) – Best Design & Innovation

Group 1 (16 – 19) – Christopher Moore, Llanfyllin High School – Supermarket trolley assist
Group 2 (12 – 16) – Emma Davies, Amman Valley Comprehensive School – Corporate graphics
Winners (£150) – Best Product Development & Marketability

Group 1 (16 -19) – Simon Hickens, Bristol Grammar School – Motorised launch
Group 2 (12 – 16) – Marc Jones, Llanfyllin High School – Thermo spoon                                                                                                                  
 Winners (£150) – Best Engineering Craftsmanship & Finish

Group 1 (16 -19) – Madalen Dixon, Amman Valley Comprehensive School – Textile innovation
Group 2 (12 – 16) – Kate Breeden, Llanfyllin High School – Mirror lighting concept
Winner (£150) – Best Integration of Electronics

Group 2 - Mathew Evans, Amman Valley Comprehensive School – Coded entry system
K’Nex Challenge for Primary School Children

Alice Chivers and Annie Chivers, twins aged 10 from Ysgol Carreglefn in Anglesey were the delighted winners of the Welsh Regional Final of the K’Nex Challenge, in which they had to build a tower with an operational elevator against the clock and to precise specifications using K’Nex components. 
Runners-up were Gethin Morris and Dyfan Lloyd of Ysgol Llanarmon Dyffryn.
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Best Young Engineers Clubs Wales

   The Young Engineers Club Wales Showcase also took place at this event and clubs from across Wales were able to demonstrate the wide variety of projects that they are currently undertaking.  They also took part in an ‘on the spot’ challenge to demonstrate their practical skills and ingenuity.  

The challenge, to design and build a K’Nex spring-powered model car to a rigid specification and to compete in two longest run trials, was won by the St David’s Catholic College team of Jack Crosse (17), Sophie Wong (17) and Jade Neathey (17).

Dyffryn Taf School were adjudged the best Young Engineers Club for Wales for their showcase of projects that they worked on during the last year. They won a magnificent trophy and an invitation to the Annual Celebration of Engineering in September, with the opportunity to become the National 2007 Club of the Year. Four representatives from the school will be selected to attend the national final, from James Elkins, Edward Phillips, Andrew Thomas, Sarah McKnight, Geraint Phillips, Sioned Thomas, Sally Windsor, Geraint Williams, Lewis Williams, Llyr Lewis and Matthew Cole. 
The event was organised by Setpoint Wales and the Young Engineers regional awards were sponsored by Lloyds Register Educational Trust, Rapid and the REKTN (Resource Efficiency Knowledge Transfer Network).

For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ.

Telephone – 01428 727265; email – projects@youngeng.org
-ENDS-                                                                                                  
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About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 
Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.

National sponsors are Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, BAA, the Royal Navy and Airbus; other key sponsors include ARM, Arup, Cobham plc, EBV Elektronik, the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), the Dulverton Trust, STMicroelectronics, National Grid, the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), Intel, REKTN, Rolls-Royce, the Royal Airforce, Hasbro, BNFL, Thales, the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, Sea Vision UK and Autodesk.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.                                                                                                                                 
An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge, the Airbus Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.           
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