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FLASH OF INSPIRATION TO IMPROVE ROAD SAFETY 
Hazard Warning Idea Wins Fifteen Years-Old Northern Ireland Student 2007 Young Engineer for Britain Title
A novel new portable automatic hazard system for drivers has won the title of Young Engineer for Britain for fifteen years old inventor Patrick Burns from Newry, County Down.  The device, which plugs into the car’s power outlet (formerly known as the cigar lighter) in the event of a breakdown, not only provides working light to help the driver check out or repair the problem, but also warns him or her of oncoming traffic.  It does this by picking up the headlights, or vibrations from oncoming traffic on unlit roads and by sounding a buzzer. 
Patrick was presented with his trophy and a cheque for £2,500, which he will share with his school, Abbey Christian Brothers’ Grammar School, Newry, by world land speed record holder, Wing Commander Andrew Green at last night’s award ceremony in the Painted Hall at the Old Royal Navy College in Greenwich. 
Device to Help the Blind Read Braille Wins The Duke of York’s Award

Three eighteen years old students from Westminster School – Simon Nathan, Cato Sandford and Henry Thorogood – won The Duke of York’s Award for Creative Electronics with a device that helps blind people to learn how to read Braille.  By pressing buttons with raised Braille characters, audio recordings are elicited, which tell the user what alphabetic characters they have selected.  Simon, Cato and Henry were awarded the magnificent crystal rose bowl trophy and a cheque for £800.  They designed their project to help a relative who is going blind. 

The full list of results is appended.

Solving Everyday Needs

A whole host of innovative gizmos and gadgets ranging from an automatic toilet seat to novelty safety helmets for bicycles and from a safety sleeve for domestic irons, which prevents painful accidental burns, to an artificial golfing surface, which can be programmed to represent the contours of a putting green and aid practice confronted judges at yesterday’s national final of Young Engineer for Britain.
Thirty students in two age groups, 12-16 and 16-19, qualified for the national final after success in one of the eleven regional finals held around the UK in June and July.  Their challenge was to invent, design and build marketable everyday products with the ultimate aim of scooping the £2,500 top prize and becoming 2007 Young Engineer for Britain, a title that opens doors to lucrative and exciting career opportunities in the engineering industry, or helps launch new business enterprises.

The 2007 national final marked the thirtieth anniversary of the start of the Young Engineer for Britain competition and over the years many winning students have gone on to notable successes. Most recently, two years ago Tanya Budd from Reading saw her sailors’ rescue innovation ‘Hypo-Hoist’ become a commercially manufactured  product earning her handsome royalties on sales, whilst last year’s winner Ruth Amos from Sheffield has started her own company to develop and market her ‘Stair-Steady’ system to help the elderly negotiate stairs on their own two feet. 
Fun and excitement of Engineering
The Young Engineer for Britain national final was a central feature of the Annual Celebration of Engineering event at the Old Royal Navy College, which also incorporated the national final of the K’Nex Challenge for primary school children won by eleven year-old students John Heuchan and David McMath of Castle Douglas Primary School, Kirkcudbrightshire in Scotland; and the Young Engineers Club Showcase, from which Kingston Grammar School in Surrey was named 2007 Young Engineers Club of the Year.  The event provided the dozens of children attending from across the UK with fun and excitement, whilst recognising their achievements and helping to promote the attractions of careers in engineering and its importance to the future wellbeing of the planet.

Guest of Honour at the event was Wing Commander Andy Green, world land speed record holder.  The 763 mph record in Richard Noble’s Thrust SSC (Super Sonic Car) was set up ten years ago and is still unbeaten.  Wing Commander Green addressed guests at the evening awards dinner about his experiences in Thrust and as a Tornado pilot in the Royal Air Force.  He emphasised the key role of engineers in helping him achieve success.

For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ.

Telephone – 01428 727265; email – projects@youngeng.org
-ENDS-

                                                                                                                Notes to editors…

About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 
Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.

National sponsors are Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, BAA, the Royal Navy and Airbus; other key sponsors include ARM, Arup, Cobham plc, EBV Elektronik, STMicroelectronics, National Grid, the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), REKTN, Rolls-Royce, the Royal Airforce, Hasbro, BNFL, Thales, the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, Sea Vision UK and Rapid.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.                                                                                                                                 
An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge, the Airbus Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.           
Full Results appended
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