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PRESS RELEASE…IMMEDIATE, 30 April 2008
Media contact: Malcolm Clark: 01798 865799, email mc@malcolmclark.co.uk

RAPID SPONSORS YOUNG ENGINEERS CLUB SHOWCASE EVENTS
Rapid has joined Lloyd’s Register Educational Trust for a second year as a sponsor of Young Engineers’ 2008 programme of Club Showcase events in England and Wales during June and July. These events are open to all primary or secondary schools wishing to celebrate their extra-curricula engineering club activities and to display projects, which may have also been entered in national challenges and competitions. Participation provides the opportunity for schools to win prizes and to be considered for a place at the 2008 National Science and Engineering Fair, which takes place in London on 4th-6th March 2009, where they could win the title of Young Engineers Club of the Year.
At the regional showcase events Rapid is supplying the prize for the winners of a ‘top secret’ practical engineering challenge set on the day.  All participating clubs also receive a £50 voucher from Rapid for them to spend on resources for future projects.  The company also offers all club network members a 10% discount on their extensive range of educational and electronic supplies (www.rapidonline.com). Additionally, the company supports Young Engineers’ printing and running costs for the Fulcrum newsletter throughout the year. 
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The programme of regional showcase events, which largely coincide with the regional finals of the Young Engineer for Britain competition, K’Nex Challenge and CREST awards is as follows:

Date
Region
Location

19/06/08
Northern Ireland
Odyssey Arena, Belfast
27/06/08 
South East 
The Academy, Heathrow Airport 
01/07/08
Northern
University of Sunderland

02/07/08 
South West 
Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton

03/07/08
Midlands
University of Birmingham

03/07/08
Eastern
Anglia Ruskin University, Chelmsford

09/07/08
Wales
Glamorgan Cricket Club, Cardiff
16/07/08
London
Royal Academy of Engineering, London

For further information contact:

Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ

Tel: 01428 727265; Fax: 01727 727988

Email: lil-grafton@youngeng.org
-ENDS
                                                                                                                 Note to Editors…

About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) curriculum. 
Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government. Patron is HRH The Duke of York, KG, KCVO, ADC.
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National sponsors are Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, BAA, the Royal Navy and Airbus; other key sponsors include ARM, Arup, Cobham plc, EBV Elektronik, the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), the Dulverton Trust, STMicroelectronics, National Grid, the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), Intel, Rapid, REKTN, Rolls-Royce, the Royal Airforce, Hasbro, BNFL, Thales, the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, Sea Vision UK and Autodesk.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.                                                                                                                                 
An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge, the Airbus Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.           
About Rapid

Rapid is now widely recognised as one of the leading suppliers of electronic components, electrical products, and industrial supplies to education and industry. 

Established for over 28 years Rapid now distributes 50,000 products from the industry's leading manufacturers including Duracell, Finder, Kingbright, Multicore, Neutrik, Murata, Weller, Varta, Microchip and Yuasa. 

The extensive Rapid product range covers your every need, from batteries to test equipment, capacitors to microcontrollers, LEDs to connectors, relays to cables plus tools, switches and resistors. 

Rapid’s Education division offers a comprehensive range of products for Design & Technology, Science, Arts and Crafts, Maths and much more. Plus many curriculum-based projects and resources providing teachers with easy to use and teach materials. 
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