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WINNERS OF MARTIAN CLOCK CHALLENGE ANNOUNCED 
Students Show How to Tell the Time on the Red Planet
  Douglas Orr and William Otter, both 17, who attend King Edward VI Grammar School, Chelmsford, have won both the Best Design and Construction prize of £500 and the Best Research prize of £200 in the Senior age category of the Martian Clock Challenge, held at the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich this week. The boys also each received a Seiko watch.

   James Popper (13), who attends Cheltenham College, won Best Design and Construction prize in the Junior age category, receiving £500 in prize money and a Seiko watch, and was also runner-up for the Best Research prize receiving a further £100. 

                                                                                                      More…                                                                                                           

                                                                                                          Cont…

Competitors had to design and build a timepiece to cope with the longer day on Mars of 24 hours and 39.6 minutes, a different gravity from that on Earth, extreme temperatures of -133 degrees to +27 degrees centigrade, severe dust storms and a solar year equivalent to 2.11 Earth years (sols).

Organised by Young Engineers in association with the Science Enhancement Programme (SEP) and the Technology Enhancement Programme (TEP), the Martian Clock Challenge was issued last September by the Worshipful Company of Clockmakers and sponsored by Seiko. Eight finalists were selected from an original entry of more than 60 schools across the UK.

Judges at the Challenge Final included Professor Sir Arnold Wolfendale, 14th Astronomer Royal; Dr Tracey Poole, Mullard Space Science Laboratory; David Poole, the Worshipful Company of Clockmakers; Mark Mills, Seiko; Peter Linstead Smith, Royal Observatory and Caroline Hayes, editor of Electronic Product Design magazine.
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All the winners and runners-up

Best Design and Construction category
Juniors (10-14)
Winner: James Popper, Cheltenham College, Gloucestershire. £500
Runners – up:   Daniel Cartmell, Joshua Powell, Alexander Weir and Maximilian Wasinski, Newland House School, Twickenham, Middlesex. £200

Seniors (14-18)
Winners: Douglas Orr and William Otter, King Edward VI Grammar School, Chelmsford, Essex. £500
Runner- up: Malgorzata (Gosia) Cholast. Cheltenham Ladies’ College. £200

Best Researched Project category
Juniors (10-14)
Winners: Liam Hayward, Chris Wall, Harry Streuli and Joe Hardwick, Altrincham Grammar School for Boys, Cheshire. £200.
Runner- up: James Popper, Cheltenham College, Gloucestershire. £100

                                                                                                         More…
Seniors (14-18)

Winners: Douglas Orr and William Otter, King Edward VI Grammar School, Chelmsford. £200. 
Runners- up: Greg Simons and Martin Chan, Keswick School, Cumbria. £100.

For further information contact:

Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ

Tel: 01428 727265; Email:admin@youngeng.org
-ENDS-

About Young Engineers

Young Engineers (www.youngeng.org) is the UK network of engineering clubs for youngsters and is part of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best Programme.  Young Engineers is a UK educational charity whose purpose is to inspire young people to recognise the importance and excitement of a career in engineering.  Most clubs are run by teachers as extra-curricula activities in schools. 

About the Worshipful Company of Clockmakers

The Clockmakers Company (www.clockmakers.org) is a Livery Company in the City of London and is the oldest surviving horological institution in the world. It was founded under a Royal Charter of King Charles I in 1631 to regulate and encourage the "art and mystery" of watch and clock making together with related skills, such as engraving, sundial making and mathematical instrument making. 



The Company still provides a forum for horologists and still encourages the trade, still promotes excellence and (through its charities) promotes education and training. 

About The Science Education Enhancement Programme (SEP)

The Science Enhancement Programme (www.sep.org.uk) is committed to improving science education through professional training and practical activities. A wealth of teaching resources, covering a range of science curriculum subjects from 11 to 16+ is accessible via the SEP website.

About The Technology Education Enhancement Programme (TEP)

TEP (www.tep.org.uk) is now in its thirteenth year and has a membership of over 1800 schools, one third of the UK total. The programme continues to focus on enriching and enhancing technology education through its training programmes and distinctive resources many of which now take the form of CD-ROMs.

TEP has supported, and in many cases pioneered the use of new technologies in school e.g. smartcard control; PIC programming (via the Chip Factory); the use of modern and smart materials such as polymorph, thermochromic film, shape memory alloy etc.
