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FLY AWAY BIRDIE, THERE’S A PLANE COMING

Students’ Ideas to Keep Birds Away from the Airport

Twelve teams of young engineers are competing for over £2,000 prize money in the annual final of the BAA Challenge at London Heathrow Visitor Centre, sponsored by the BAA Communities Trust, on Thursday, 27 April, 2006.  The competition, which is to invent a new bird deterrent that safely and responsibly discourages birds from occupying airfields, is open to students in three age groups: 8-11 (Group 1); 11-14 (Group 2); and 14-18 (Group 3). 

In the last year over 144 million passengers traveled through the BAA's 7 UK airports and more than 1.2 million aircraft took off and landed, so it is vital to keep birds away in order to avoid them being harmed or worse, being sucked into jet engines and causing potentially dangerous situations. 
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The students’ challenge is therefore to invent solutions that are effective; do not harm wildlife; work alongside the operation of the airfield; are safe, reliable and straight forward to operate on runways and grassy surrounds; require minimal human involvement; have a minimal life cycle cost; are environmentally sensitive and will operate in all weather conditions during both the day and night. 

The Finalists

Group 3

The Cavendish School, Hemel Hempstead  - Niall Galvin, Dante Lerubino and Robert Purcell – project name The Cube;

St Swithun's School, Winchester - 
Harriet Bartlett, Jenny Shephard and Claire Trant – project name, Goodbye Birdie;

John Paul II School, London – Shelia Akinlabi, Marcella Zoon, Michelle Leach & Assyatu Sow – project name, B.O.D;

Holy Cross School, New Malden - Sheeza Ahmad, Sumaira Ahmed, Azhaar Ashraf and Nimeshi Jayakody – project name, Holy Cross Bird Deterrent

Group 2

The Cheltenham Ladies College - Olivia Adams, Daisy Moran and Christie Lun – project name, the Big Bad Bird;

Kingston Grammar School - Joseph Hoskin, Max Fernando, Tudor Morris and Oliver Woodings – project name, Birds beware… You're in for a scare;

The Chantry High School, Worcester - Alex Nott, Ryan Furniss, Lucy Rushforth and Kieran Hymas – project name, Chantry Chimps Bird Scarer; 
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Group 1
Milton Mount School, Crawley - Joseph Gardiner, Blaise Salle, Hollie Lloyd and Kristen Lane – project name, Airport Challenge;

Church Crookham Junior School, Fleet, Hants - Matthew Consterdine, Thomas Goubert, Jake Thaker and Jordan Woodland – project name, Hawk;

Paringdon Junior School, Harlow, Essex - Maddie Lund, Ben Miechelsens, Mostafa Hassanzada and Lewis Hay – project name, the Paringdon Bird Blaster;

Uplands Junior School, Wolverhampton - Nina Sharma, Alys Bannister and Georgia Tulley – project name, N.A.G;

Staniland Primary School, Boston, Lincs – Charlotte Hicks, Chloe Beecham, Edward Wilson and Ellis Coulson– project name, the Airfield Challenge 
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About Young Engineers

The Young Engineers organisation excites young minds to the potential rewards of a career in engineering and technology, and so inspires the creativity and innovation now for the products of tomorrow.

Through its national network of clubs in schools and colleges, and a programme of challenges and competitions, Young Engineers bring out the talent, develop the skills and encourage the enterprise needed for the future wealth of the nation.

Sponsored by industry and endorsed by government, professional institutions and trade associations Young Engineers provides fun for students up to age 19, whilst equipping them with the confidence and ability to embark on an engineering degree course, to start their own businesses or to secure worthwhile positions within established organisations.

ABOUT BAA

BAA, the world's leading airport company, is the owner and operator of seven UK airports: Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted, Southampton, Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Glasgow, serving more than 144 million passengers a year.

The company employs more than 11,000 staff, with engineering a core skill -

helping the company to develop and maintain its terminals, runways and airfields.

The company's charitable trust, The BAA Communities Trust, grants more than

£800,000 a year to a range of causes, including support for community projects local to airports, initiatives suggested by staff and global youth volunteering schemes. Since it was first established 10 years ago it has distributed more than £3 million to good causes worldwide. 
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