PRESS RELEASE FROM SETPOINT LEICESTERSHIRE
SCHOOLS’ SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING CELEBRATION EVENT GROWS BIGGER
This year’s Annual Celebration of Schools’ Science and Engineering in the East Midlands will be the biggest yet with a significantly greater number of students taking part than the previous years. More than 180 of the region’s budding scientists, engineers and technologists from schools in the East Midland region will be displaying more than 80 exciting science and engineering projects to compete for prizes at the event. 
The East Midlands Development Agency (emda) backed event will take place on Tuesday 4th July 2006 and is being hosted by the Centre for Effective Learning in Science (CELS) at Nottingham Trent University. The event will celebrate and reward students’ creativity and ingenuity in the areas of science, engineering and technology in schools.

The event will bring together for the third time at the same venue the regional competitions for BA CREST Awards, Young Engineers K’Nex Challenge and Young Engineers for Britain. In addition the secondary students will be taking part in exciting activities run by the University whilst 6th Form students will be treated to a talk on a topical subject.
Prizes for the best BA CREST Award projects are being sponsored by ALStec Group Ltd. of Whetstone, Leicestershire and AstraZeneca R&D Charnwood of Loughborough. The top BA CREST Award projects at the event will go forward to compete at the BA CREST Science Fair in London in the spring of 2007. 
Cummins Generator Technologies (formerly Newage AVK SEG) of Stamford is sponsoring some of the Young Engineers for Britain prizes. The winners of the regional competition, which is open to 10 to 19 year olds, will go forward to compete in the Annual Celebration of Engineering to be held on 11th September at the Old Royal Naval College, in Greenwich.
Other sponsors of the event include Engineering Employers Federation East Midlands and Mid Anglia Association, Government Office for the East Midlands and M2 Financial Limited of Nottingham, 

The Young Engineers K’Nex Challenge is for winners of area competitions for 8-11 year olds who will be challenged to build a structure using K’Nex kits, with the prizes being donated by K’Nex
BA CREST Awards are awarded for Science, Engineering and Technology project work by secondary and sixth form students and are sponsored nationally by AstraZeneca plc and Research Councils UK. They are managed by the British Association for the Advancement of Science. 

Sue Kirby, Director of Policy and Communications at emda said, “emda is pleased to sponsor the Annual Celebration of Schools’ Science and Engineering in the East Midlands. The event helps promote the importance of developing a culture of innovation amongst our young people. Increasing Science, Engineering and Technology skills across the East Midlands is vital to the creation of a knowledge based economy. We need to inspire young people to develop these skills if we are to create a flourishing region for their future.”

CELS Outreach Co-ordinator at Nottingham Trent University, Georgina Westbrook, said: “CELS is looking forward to hosting and being involved in the CREST awards for the first time. 

“It’s always great to see the variety of projects and the effort that has been put into them across the age groups. We hope the lectures and workshops we are providing for the students will inspire and maintain their interest in science.”

Judges for the event are drawn from representatives of the supporting organisations, universities, local senior teachers and lecturers and the Science and Engineering Ambassadors programme.

The event is being managed by SETPOINT Leicestershire with support from the other four SETPOINTs in the East Midlands region that promote the BA CREST Awards.

For further information about the BA CREST Awards go to www.the-ba.net/crest or contact the Regional Manager, Garth Lee on 07973 655783. For further information about Young Engineers see www.youngeng.org
END

PHOTO CALL

Press photographers will be welcome to visit the event between 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m. For exact details of the location please call for further information as shown below.

21st June 2006
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Garth Lee, BA CREST Awards Regional Manager, Event Organiser
13 Forest Rise, Thurnby, Leicester LE7 9PG. Tel. 0116 241 6455 Mobile: 07973 655783

OR

Eleanor Hart, SETPOINT/Enterprise Manager, SETPOINT Leicestershire 

BOS House, Meridian East, Meridian Business Park, Leicester LE19 1WZ

Tel 0116 240 7000 Fax 0116 240 7001

NOTES FOR EDITORS 

1. BA CREST Awards are granted to students for CREativity in Science and Technology at Bronze, Silver and Gold Award level. They are designed to encourage students’ problem solving project work in their chosen subject area; and where possible projects have a strong link to a real industrial problem. Students are typically aged between 11 and 17 years of age.

2. BA CREST Awards is an activity of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, the organisation that manages National Science Week and the annual festival of science.

3. CELS at Nottingham Trent University is the Centre for Effective Learning in Science; a HEFCE funded Centre of Excellence in Teaching and Learning. CELS seeks to enthuse students both locally and nationally about science and to help raise their aspirations. This is being achieved through an extensive Outreach programme of activities open to all school and FE students. CELS is also working to develop new materials and models for teaching science at both school and HE level.

4. East Midlands Development Agency was set up in 1999 to bring more jobs and skills to the region and to make the East Midlands a better place to live and work. By 2010 emda wants the East Midlands to be one of the top 20 regions in Europe. The latest figures from Eurostat show the East Midlands is already well on its way, moving from 35th to 28th place out of the 71 European regions.

5. SETPOINT Leicestershire is the Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics activity of the Leicestershire Education Business Company and is a member of the Leicestershire Consortium for Education Business Links.

6. SETPOINTs are a network of around 50 ‘approved agents’ of SETNET, which operate across the UK. They are local ‘centres of excellence’ and ‘one-stop shops’ which have a wealth of information about resources, schemes and initiatives based on science, engineering, technology and mathematics. Their aim is to help and inspire young people about these subjects; they achieve this by linking schools and pupils with industry and research, and having scientists, technologists and engineers working in partnership to promote excellence. 

7. SETNET is a unique collaborative forum of education organisations, institutions, professional bodies and charities and major companies established in the field of education/business links. Funded by Government and the engineering industry, it takes the form of a company limited by guarantee, which has charitable status.

8. Leicestershire Education Business Company (LEBC) is the lead body in the Leicestershire Consortium for Education Business Links. The Consortium is the delivery arm of the Learning and Skills Council in respect of education business link activity.

9. LEBC’s Chief Executive is Barbara Chantrill. LEBC reports to a Board of Directors chaired by Michael Kirk. Other members of the board include senior educationalists and key members of the business community.

Secondary schools participating in the Celebration Event are as follows:

	School
	Town
	County

	Derby High School
	
	

	Derby Moor Community School
	Derby
	Derbyshire

	Eckington School
	Eckington
	Derbyshire

	John Port School
	Etwall
	Derbyshire

	Lady Manners School
	Bakewell
	Derbyshire

	Parkside School
	Chesterfield
	Derbyshire

	Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School
	Ashbourne
	Derbyshire

	The Ecclesbourne School
	Belper
	Derbyshire

	Trent College
	Long Eaton
	Derbyshire

	Woodland Community School
	Allestree
	Derbyshire

	Countesthorpe Community College
	Countesthorpe
	Leicestershire

	De Lisle Catholic Science College
	Loughborough
	Leicestershire

	King Edward VII Science and Sports College
	Coalville
	Leicestershire

	Lutterworth Grammar School and Community College
	Lutterworth
	Leicestershire

	Bourne Grammar School
	Bourne
	Lincolnshire

	Stamford School
	Stamford
	Lincolnshire

	The Deepings School
	Deeping
	Lincolnshire

	William Farr C of E School
	Lincoln
	Lincolnshire

	John Leggott College
	Scunthorpe
	North Lincolnshire

	Thomas Sumpter School
	Scunthorpe
	North Lincolnshire

	Lodge Park Technology College
	Northampton
	Northamptonshire

	Moulton School
	Moulton
	Northamptonshire

	The Duston School
	Northampton
	Northamptonshire

	Nottingham High School
	Nottingham
	Nottinghamshire

	The Elizabethan High School
	Retford
	Nottinghamshire

	Oakham School
	Oakham
	Rutland

	Uppingham School
	Uppingham
	Rutland

	John Taylor High School
	Burton on Trent
	Staffordshire


