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CHRISTOPHER IS FIRST OFF THE BLOCKS AND TAKES THE YOUNG ENGINEER FOR BRITAIN WEST MIDLANDS TITLE

Christopher Prosser (18), who attends the Chase Technology College in Malvern, Worcestershire, has been named as the West Midlands Young Engineer for Britain, gaining automatic qualification to the 2006 National Final taking place in London on 11 September. Christopher won £200 for designing a portable starting blocks system, which runners can use for training purposes on tracks where blocks are often not readily available. The device, constructed in lightweight aluminium can be easily and neatly folded allowing it to be carried by means of a simple shoulder strap.
A County champion sprinter himself, Christopher said, “It is great to win this accolade and this will give my plans to bring my device to market a big boost. I should be able to retail it for under £50 and I hope my product will become as standard a piece of equipment for competitive sprinters as their spikes.” When it is unfolded ready for use, Christopher’s portable starting blocks sit firmly on the running track by means of four rugged spikes on the underside, which prevent slippage as the sprinter pushes off.  
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Joining Christopher at the National Final will be Jason Yarwood (18) of Hereford Sixth Form College, who designed a rugged suspension system for trial bikes. Jason’s innovation softens the effects on the handle bars, and therefore on the rider’s arms, when cycling over very rough terrain. The saddle is also cushioned making for an altogether more comfortable ride.  

Representing the West Midlands at the Junior level in the National Final in September will be Sohaib Alam (10) and Kiernan Rigby (10) of Mill Hill Primary School, who were the regional winners of the K’Nex Challenge. Sohaib and Kiernan had to construct a model against the clock using K’Nex.
Category Winners

   Budding young engineers between the ages of 11 and 18 from secondary schools across the West Midlands took part in Friday’s regional final, while primary school students aged 7-11 took part in the K’Nex Challenge, in which contestants were set the task of building a model using K’Nex against the clock and then demonstrating the vehicle in action.. The winners of all categories were as follows:

K’Nex Challenge
Winners - qualifying for the national final in London on 11 September – Sohaib Alam (10) and Kiernan Rigby (10), Mill Hill Primary School; Runners Up – George Clinton Primary School and Hope Church of England School. Both the winners and runners-up received K’Nex kits as their prizes.
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11-14 age group 

Winners (£200) – Jemma Johnson (13), Emily Chudley (13) and Stephen Rushton (13) of Ryecroft Church of England Middle School, Rocester, near Uttoxeter for their ‘linking solders’ device to hold components in place, whilst the leads are soldered. A fourth member of the team Saul Johnson was unable to attend the event; Runners-up – Olivia Ward (14), Michael Waller (14), George Rickards (14) and Haydn Rowlands (13) of Wolverhampton Grammar School for their moisture tester for domestic plant pots.
14-17 age group
Winners (£200) – Names not known of Newport Girl’s High School for their art box; Runner-up – Sean Astbury (16) of the Royal Grammar School, Worcester for his Solar Rover, a solar powered alternative to batteries for toys.
16-19 age group
Winner (£200) – Ben Jones (17) of the Royal Grammar School, Worcester for his Tense Wire device to enable fencing wire to be easily tightened; Runner-up – Nimesh Mistry (17) of Queen Mary’s Grammar School for his system, which enables candle holders for religious worship to be made easily.
Overall Winner, Young Engineer for Britain (West Midlands Region)
Winner (£200 and qualifying for national final) - Christopher Prosser (18), The Chase Technology College, portable starting blocks; also qualifying for national final, Jason Yarwood (18), Hereford Sixth Form College, trials bike suspension system;

For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ.

Telephone – 01428 727265; email – admin@youngeng.org
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About Young Engineers
Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM curriculum. 

Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.  

An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.
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