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JENNY’S SWIMMING AID MAKES A SPLASH IN YOUNG ENGINEER FOR BRITAIN CONTEST
Jenny Westworth (18) from Ripley St Thomas Church of England High School in Lancaster has won a place in the National Final of the Young Engineer for Britain competition after being named as overall winner of the North-West regional final, held recently at Salford University in Manchester. Her project, a coaching aid for swimmers, works via tiny ear phones fixed to the headband of their goggles; each swimmer is allocated a different frequency and this enables the coach to communicate with them individually from the poolside via his PDA (personal digital assistant) using the Bluetooth short distance wireless principle. Jenny won £200, to be shared with her school.

   Leading the Class C (Years 12 & 13) entries was Jacob Deane (18) from the Queen Catherine School in Cumbria with his ‘Roof Sled’ project. Class B (Years 10 & 11) was won by Richard Wilson (16) of Clitheroe Royal Grammar School with his ‘Kart Accessories Trolley’ and Class A (Years 6, 7, 8 & 9) was won by Daniel Evans (14) of Madeley High School, Crewe with his electro-mechanical speed controller. All class winners received £200 to be shared with their schools.  In last year’s Young Engineer for Britain Competition, Jacob won the North West Final with his project ‘Sailing Start Controller’ and attended the National Final in September 2005.
                                                                                                                           more…                                                                                                                       

continued…
  Representing the North-West at the primary level in the 2006 National Final in September will be Joseph Thom (11) and Jamie Wimbush (11) of Comberbach Primary School, Northwich, they were the regional winners of the K’Nex Challenge. Joseph and Jamie had to construct a model against the clock using K’Nex. 
  Budding young engineers between the ages of 11 and 18 from secondary schools across the North-West took part in the regional final, while primary school students aged 7-11 took part in the K’Nex Challenge, in which contestants were set the task of building a model using K’Nex against the clock and then demonstrating the vehicle in action.

For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ.

Telephone – 01428 727265; email – admin@youngeng.org                                                                                                                        
About Young Engineers
Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM curriculum. 

Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.  
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An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.
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