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RUTH’S STAIRWAY TO SUCCESS IN YOUNG ENGINEER FOR BRITAIN CONTEST
Ruth Amos (16) of Eckington School, Sheffield has won a place in the National Final of the Young Engineer for Britain competition after being named as overall winner of the East Midlands regional final held earlier this month at Nottingham Trent University. Her project, called ‘Stair Steady’, was an easy to install device which helps the elderly and infirm to negotiate stair cases. Ruth won £200, to be shared with her school.

   Leading the Class C (Years 12 & 13) entries was Andrew Nowell (18) from Nottingham High School with his Remote Computer Interface and Security System. The runner-up was Rosie Evered (16) from Bourne Grammar School, Lincolnshire with an Innovative Redesign of an Anorak.

   Both Class B (Years 10 & 11) awards were won with designs for special needs children. In first place was Torsten Sherwood (16) of Oakham School, Rutland with an one metre diameter yellow spinning biconcave disc, which was designed for children with autism. In second place, George Koudis (16) from Thomas Sumpter School in Scunthorpe designed a sensory display board, which reacts to sensory inputs and creates moving displays, lights and sounds.
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   In the youngest group, Class A (Years 6,7,8 & 9), The Amos family and Eckington School scored another first with ‘Cup Safe’ by Mary Amos (14), a good sized mug which beeps when filled to the specified level. Scott Bagshaw, Andrew Purcell  and Tom Gadsby  from John Port School in Etwall, Derby gained second place with a Refuse Collection Indicator Unit. 
   Representing the East Midlands at the primary level in the National Final in September will be Nathaniel Hutchings and Harry Scott  of Fairmeadows Foundation Primary School, Swadlincote, who were the regional winners of the K’Nex Challenge. George and Robert had to construct a model against the clock using K’Nex. The runners-up in this contest were Bethany Gibson  and Alex Sheer  of Boddington Primary School.

  Budding young engineers between the ages of 11 and 18 from secondary schools across the East Midlands took part in last Tuesday’s regional final, while primary school students aged 7-11 took part in the K’Nex Challenge, in which contestants were set the task of building a model using K’Nex against the clock and then demonstrating the vehicle in action.

   The event was organized on behalf of Young Engineers by Garth Lee of East Midlands Setpoint. Host sponsor of the event was The Centre for Effective Learning in Science at Nottingham Trent University, whilst the East Midlands Development Agency was the Regional Sponsor. A number of other local organizations also supported the event.
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For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ.

Telephone – 01428 727265; email – admin@youngeng.org                                                                                                                        
About Young Engineers
Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM curriculum. 

Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government.

The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.  

An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.
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