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CARDIFF GIRL’S POWER PACK WINS HER WELSH YOUNG ENGINEER FOR BRITAIN TITLE
Jessica Jones (18), who attends Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Glantaf, Cardiff has been named as the Welsh Young Engineer for Britain, gaining automatic qualification to the 2006 National Final, which takes place in London on 11 September. Jessica won £200 for her ‘Solar Pack’, a rucksack with a built in solar powered charger unit for portable devices like mobile phones and satellite navigation units, which she displayed at the regional final at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff yesterday. Jessica has already applied for a patent for her invention, which is designed to enable outward bound enthusiasts, who may rely on battery powered direction-finding and communications equipment for their safety.  

   Jessica, who had the idea for her ‘Solar Pack’ whilst out walking in a remote location said, “I’m really pleased to have won this competition, which has encouraged me to take my product forward.  I often see reports on the news that people are missing, or have become stranded in out of the way places and are unable to communicate with their rescuers, so I thought if I could find a way to keep batteries charged when there is no conventional power source available, this would be brilliant.” 

   Representing Wales at the Primary School level in the National Final in September will be Thomas Forrester (11) and Ilan Evans (11), who were the winners of the K’Nex Challenge. Thomas and Ilan had to construct a model against the clock using K’Nex.
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Category Winners

   Budding young engineers between the ages of 11 and 18 from secondary schools across Wales took part in Tuesday’s Welsh final, while primary school students aged 7-11 took part in the K’Nex Challenge, in which contestants were set the task of building a model using K’Nex against the clock and then demonstrating the vehicle in action.. The winners of all categories were as follows:

K’Nex Challenge

   Winners - qualifying for the national final in London on 11 September – Thomas Forrester (11) and Ilan Evans (11), Ysgol Beuno Sant, Bala, Gwynedd; Runners Up – Paul Thelwell (11) and Edward Bartley (11), Ysgol Terrig. Both the winners and runners-up received K’Nex kits as their prizes.

11-14 age group 

   Winners (£200) – George Smithies (14), Scott Beavis (14), Sian Harrop (14), Ceinwen John (14) and Emily Warlow (13), Milford Haven School, ‘Kneel and Lift’, a portable device to make kneeling and getting up again easier; Runners-up (£100) – Natalie Bannister (13) and Katie Roberts (13), also from Milford Haven School, for their ‘Power Pruner’, a motorised long arm pruning tool for trees.

14-16 age group

   Winners (£200) – Joseph Bevan (15), Victoria White (15) and Matthew Harris (15), Bishop Vaughan RC School, Swansea for their Vac-u-pig, a pig-like machine, which gobbles up rubbish when fed by hand; Runner-up (£100) –  Thurston Gascoigne (16), Ysgol Gyfun Dyffryn Taf, for his ‘Quad Lock’, to secure Quad bikes when they are not being used.
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16-18 age group

   Winner (£200) –  Luc Funnell (16), Amman Valley School, for his ’Shopping Assistant’, a plug-in USB device which guides supermarket shoppers to the items on their shopping list and tots up their bills; Runner-up (£100) – Phillip James (17), also from Amman Valley School, for his mood light.
Overall Winner, Young Engineer for Britain (Wales)

   Winner (£200 and qualifying for national final) – Jessica Jones (18), Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Glantaf for her ‘Solar Pack’
   The event was organised by Setpoint Wales.

For further information contact:

Joanne Phillips, Young Engineers, Chiltlee Manor, Liphook, Hants, GU30 7AZ.

Telephone – 01428 727265; email – admin@youngeng.org                                                                                                           

About Young Engineers

Participation in Young Engineers stimulates interest, appreciation and engagement in the practical application of engineering and technology by young people in primary and secondary education. It enables volunteer teachers and their supporters to provide exciting, challenging and creative activities that enrich the STEM curriculum. 

Central to Young Engineers’ operations is its growing nationwide network of after school engineering clubs, which form a core constituent of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s Best programme. The network is funded and supported entirely by industry and professional institutions and is endorsed by Government.
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The Young Engineers website: www.youngeng.org  provides a virtual community for teachers engaged in STEM education and offers them an invaluable resource, loaded with information and hands-on engineering activities designed both to inspire students’ minds and develop their know-how.  

An exciting programme of challenges and competitions is organized each year to create excitement and to help develop communications, literacy and numeracy skills both individually and as part of a team. This programme includes Young Engineer for Britain and YEDA, the Royal Navy Challenge, the BAA Challenge and the K’Nex Challenge. Success in each brings rich rewards in prizes and prestige for both the school and the student, which often creates a life changing experience.
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